The Universities

of scientific studies has created a demand for laboratories and equip-
ment which the separate Colleges could not supply. The Colleges
now have to pay about 12 per cent of their income to the University,
but the latter has no authority over the discipline within the walls
of a College nor over the teaching provided by a College- But in
practice difficulties seldom arise, since the University officials and the
College authorities are so often the same persons. The Vice-chancellor,
who is in practice the Head of the University, is appointed from
among the Heads of Colleges and holds office for two or for three
years. The University, as distinct from the Colleges, examines and
grants degrees, and the professors are University officers, though they
are often attached to particular Colleges.

On first coming up, as a freshman, the student has rooms in his
College allotted to him. Rent and size of rooms vary, but as a rule
he has a comfortable sitting-room and separate bedroom- He arranges
with his tutor what course of studies he will follow and what lectures
he will attend. Each College has its own staff of lecturers but lectures
at my one College are open to members of all the rest. Some are
crowded, others sparsely attended, according to the lecturer's degree
of popularity. The year is divided into three terms of only eight
weeks each : the long vacation lasts from mid-June till mid-October.
A student who takes his work seriously will probably read or attend
lectures from 9 or 9.30 till the midday meal (lunch) at x, then take
vigorous exercise of some sort on the playing-fields or the river till
tea at about 4.30 or 5, then do some more work till dinner taken
either in College Hall or at a restaurant in the town, at 7, and after
dinner, perhaps attend a meeting of some College Society, or spend a
social evening with friends or get some more reading done, Once a
week, at least, he will spend an hour with his tutor, who wiU criticise
and discuss his work. This personal association of tutor and student
in " tutorials" is another special characteristic of Oxford and Cam-
bridge, and the community life of a College often leads to very close
and friendly relations between " dons" (a general name for all the
officers of the University) and students,

It is difficult for a student to manage on less than about ^250 a
year if he is to play a normal part in the social side of University life
and not to forgo many of the organised student activities wljich give
residence at Oxford or Cambridge its special flavour and value* la
some cases the strictest economy must be practised, but a promising
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